ST. BIRINUS PARISH COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY,  22ND MAY 2006
Present:
Father John Osman, Philip Clayden, Maureen & Denis De Beger,  




Patrick Eccles, Margaret Edmondson, Simon Hughes, Kate Keefe, 


Liz Pinniger, Helen Selwood 
Apologies:
Maureen & Clive Bosley, Len Macken, Jim McGinnity and James Campbell

Father opened the meeting with a prayer.

1.
Apologies as above. 
 2.
As the notes from the previous meeting had already been circulated, the Chairman 
recorded them as read and agreed.                                                             
3.
Matters Arising

a) House and wall repairs – Father and Denis had met with the Surveyors on 25th
 
April.   Father felt that it would be better to carry out all the necessary roofing work at the 
same time rather than make small repairs which merely delayed the main works.


Unfortunately roofing work cannot now commence until October because of the bats, as 
previously reported.  The Surveyors are providing a specification for the ‘wall and 
window’ work to go out to tender shortly.  



Father John went on to say that as a result of his Aunt’s death St. Birinus would be 
receiving £65,000 and the Friends £30,000.  Everyone present thanked Father for his very 
generous gift to the Church and felt that his Aunt should be 
remembered in some way. 


b) Davey Room – Simon spoke to the School Librarian who felt that to catalogue the 
books would be a very suitable job for a student during the school holidays.  She also 
provided Simon with some useful notes.  Father said we would pay the student to carry 
out this task.  Kate agreed to look into possibility of providing a student from 
St.Gregory’s and Simon passed on the notes.



ACTION;  Kate


c) Funding Support to Berinsfield Church – Father had met with the Revd. Sandra Miller

and had agreed to double the amount (to £2000) St Birinus pays per year towards 
Berinsfield church upkeep.  













d) St. Birinus Pilgrimage –  Philip gave everyone a very well presented coloured poster

advertising the day.  The Pilgrimage Committee have agreed there will definitely be 
prayers at the churches along the way.  They also felt that next year the barbecue should 

take place before the Ecumenical Service in the Abbey.  Father Mark Barratt from Worth 
Cathedral will be giving the homily at this Service.  Philip said the next meeting of the 
Pilgrimage Committee will take place in the Davey Room at 8 p.m. on 14th June.  He 
also said that he has contacted as many of the parishes as possible to ensure a more 
apparent presence of Catholics on the pilgrimage walk.

4.
A.O.B. 

a) Kate suggested that at the next meeting we should discuss the possibility of Eucharistic


Ministers taking communion after mass to the sick, as takes place in some other churches. 


She also felt that we should have a welcome ministry to greet new attendees at the mass.


b) In his absence, Len had wished it reported that the 200 Club now has 190 members. 
The next draw will take place on 4th June.


c) Jim had commented favourably on the excellent St Birinus website but raised one 
query.  He had tried to print off the notes of the last parish meeting but they were tiny.  
Denis to speak agreed to check which Clive to find out how Jim could access them 
correctly.






ACTION:   Denis

d)  Father John said that to celebrate Len’s 70th birthday and to recognize all the hard 
work and devotion he gives to the Church, there would be drinks on the lawn on 18th  
June after 11,00 Mass.










e) Margaret registered her dismay at not being able to attend mass at Dorchester for 3 
months and wondered if the slippery path leading from the car park areas could be paved 
to enable wheelchair users and disabled persons to use that way into the church.

Father explained that to provide disabled access we have to first employ a surveyor and 
this was in hand.

f) Liz is looking into providing the parish with the expenditure for the last year from the 
computer based accounts records.  She is in discussion with Len and it was agreed that 
they be presented at next meeting before posting in the porch.










ACTION:  Liz

g) Patrick asked about the cost of heating in Church.  Father said this will be worked out 
once the system has been running for whole year.  

ACTION:  Father John

h) Denis wished to mention all the hard work Linda Francis had put into the Berins 
Garden.  He reported that there were baby birds in 3 of the bird boxes and they will be


‘ringed’ before they flew the nest.
5.
Date of next meeting – Monday, 18th September 2006 at 8 p.m.  
