St. Birinus Parish Committee Meeting
 9th. November, 2009.
8pm. In Davey Room.
Minutes

Present:  Fr. John Osman,  Helen Selwood,  Patrick Eccles,  Liz Pinniger (Minutes), Margaret Edmondson,  P. Clayden,  Robert Kynoch,  Clive Bosley.  
Apologies:  Polly Caffrey, J. Levi. 
Fr. John opened the meeting with prayer.

Minutes of meeting on 8th. September agreed as accurate.

1 (a)  Boundary Wall: A grant of £5,000 has been received from the Oxford Heritage Trust  which goes towards the rebuilding of the first part of the wall.

(b) South boundary wall : this wall was damaged by a falling tree some years ago. The owner of the adjacent property is now anxious that the wall is repaired in the near future. The committee agreed that this would be a priority for 2010.

(c)  New Boiler: The new boiler has been fitted in the Davey Room at a cost of £5,800 and hopefully will be much more efficient  in use. Donations towards its cost and installation now stand at £772.

(d)  Posts: Denis updated the committee on the progress of placing wooden posts to protect the grass verge. Dialogue still ongoing between the Parish Council and OCC. Fr John reported that some of the cones preventing parking along the verge had been removed and that parking on the verge had been noted. Discussion followed re the access for emergency vehicles to the area if double parking occurred along that stretch of highway. Denis to pursue with the authorities involved to expedite this matter.

(e) Future works:
(i) Discussion about the Canopy over the Statue of St. Birinus. This matter is being undertaken by the Friends.
(ii) Replacement of the Cross above the gate and provision of railings by the steps to comply with Health and Safety Laws. This matter has been ongoing for some years now and it was agreed to make this a priority. It was agreed to employ the services of an architect to discuss the cost of providing scaled drawings . The plans will need to be approved both by S.O.D.C and Historic Churches due to the listed status of the buildings. Denis has agreed to implement this plan.

2 (a) Treasurer’s report:  The parish finances are improving . The receipt of £6,100 Gift Aid refund and the grant from OHT  has helped greatly reduce the debt in the parish. However, the parish has had to pay for the new boiler and  continued Levies to the Diocese, we still need to keep spending manageable.

(b) Strategies to increase income:  Robert has addressed the parishioners re the increased costs of running the parish. Clive will write a letter to be distributed at all Masses to remind people of the gains to the parish from Gift Aiding their contributions.

3 (a) Catechists Report:  Catechism this year - we celebrated the First Holy Communion Mass for eight of our children in June 2009. This went very nicely in our own church, thus avoiding the expense and administrative burdens of dealing with the Abbey Church, although it was a tight squeeze. Two of our young women - Katie Blackwell and Cecilia Caffrey - assisted with this group as Junior Catechists, with Mrs Sue Lyons and myself taking the teaching. The development of Junior Catechists was a very successful new venture, and I hope others will be drawn in the next "batch".

 

In September 2009 four children  were confirmed by the Bishop of Lismore, a joyful and intimate occasion again "at home" in St Birinus Catholic Church. Two more adolescents have since come forward asking to be confirmed perhaps in summer 2010, if this can be managed - we could put out a notice to see if others would like to join a group.

 

Children's Liturgy at Berinsfield continues to be run to everyone's complete satisfaction, as far as I can see, by Andrew and his team, and the children coming for Sacramental Preparation at First Holy Communion do their families and the preaching and teaching at the "family" Masses huge credit with their readiness and background knowledge. The children who participate at High Mass on Sundays in St Birinus are beautifully behaved, completely involved, reverent and appropriate - it's a joy to see them absorbing and participating in the Faith in the loving company of their families and the congregation - I would really hesitate to suggest any alteration to the present balance, myself, although the provision of accommodation for parents of very young children in the Davey Room with audio feed through to the church still seems a very good idea to me. 

 

We maintain contact with Sister Gillian Murphy and the Catechetical organization, though I have the impression that most in the Deanery are staying working in their own parishes.
 Date to be set for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2010.

(b) New Statues: The two new statues have been installed on either side of the Rood Crucifix by generous  donation. Documents need to be prepared for the family shields of benefactors which adorn the beams.
(c) Reading Rota:  The rotas give an approx 4-5 week rotation. Fr. John to announce in the bulletin the need for more parishioners to participate in the Liturgy of the Word. 2 names to be added to the next rota for the 11am. Mass.

4 (a)  St. Birinus Feast Day:  The Feast of St. Birinus will be celebrated on Friday, 4th. December, at 7:30pm. Fr. John to arrange either a Mozart or Haydn Sung Mass in (Latin usus antiquior).  Drinks and canapés in the Presbytery afterwards.

(b) Pilgrimage Committee:  A post pilgrimage meeting has yet to take place. Philip to attend and feed back.

(c)  Parish Diary:  Philip has produced a diary of feast days, parish events and services. These will be placed in the Church and on the parish website.
(d)  Website:  Clive requested contributions for the site. Liz to request Friends of St. Birinus to produce information for the web.

5 (a) Deanery News: A Deanery meeting will take place next week and Fr. John will report at next meeting.

(b) New Archbishop: Enthronement of our new Archbishop will take place in St. Chad’s Cathedral on 8th. December, 2009.
(b) Other Business:

(a) Video Link to Davey Room:  The aerials / transmitters and camera have been fitted. Philip and John Pinniger to complete soon in time for winter.

(b)  Coffee & Do-nuts:  After a very successful event in the summer this will become a regular event every 4th. Sunday following the 11am. Mass. To be announced in the bulletin and parish diary.
(c)  Church Chairs:  Philip reported that he has been able to purchase oak wood at a discount. The funding  for this project is being managed by the Friends of St. Birinus.

(d)  Newcomers Leaflet: Philip has produced an updated version of the welcome leaflet which incorporates space for names and addresses. To be placed in Church Porch.

(e) The committee unanimously would like to congratulate the flower arrangers for the beautiful floral displays which adorn our Church. Also to Pat Mildenhall and her team who clean the church and keep it looking beautiful for worship.

(c) Any other business
(i)  Patrick Eccles:  Risk Assessment on safety of Coronas. Do they need to be checked for safety on a regular basis. We will need to contact the contractors who installed them for their advice.
 (ii)  Parish Statistics:  Liz reminded the members that the Diocese requires certain Annual stats from the parish. A head count of Mass attendees for four Sundays will take place over the next month. Fr. John and Liz to update the Parish List. 

Date and time of next meeting:
Monday, 8th. February, 2010. 8pm in the Davey Room   
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